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Quarterly Public Meeting

Moderated by Larry R Rogers, Jr.

Tuesday, June 24, 2025
10: 08 a. m

Cook County Board of Review, O fice of the Secretary

118 North Clark Street, Room 601
Chi cago, |IL 60602

Reported by: Hal ey Goodw n
JOB NO 7412048
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Li st of Attendees:
Larry R. Rogers, Jr., Chairman
George A. Cardenas, Comm ssioner
Samant ha Steele, Comm ssioner
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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. ROGERS: This neeting of the Cook
County Board of Reviewis called to order. | will now
call the roll

Comm ssi oner Steel e?

MS. STEELE: Present.

MR. ROGERS: Commi ssioner Cardenas?

MR. CARDENAS: Aye. Here.

MR. ROGERS: And nyself. Let the

record reflect that we have a full house and quorum

Al'l comm ssioners are present. We'Ill now proceed with
the Pl edge of Allegiance. All, please stand.
MULTI PLE SPEAKERS: | pl edge all egi ance

to the Flag of the United States of Anerica, and to
t he Republic for which it stands, one nation under
God, indivisible, with |iberty and justice for all.

MR. ROGERS: | will now proceed to the
public coment section of the agenda --

MR. CARDENAS: | can't hear. Hold on.

MR. ROGERS: Ch, I'"'msorry.

W will now proceed to the public
comment section of the agenda. Have any nenbers of
the public signed up?

MS. ESCARPI TA: Chairman, no nmenbers of
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t he public have signed up for public comrent.
MR. ROGERS: Okay. Seeing that we have
no public speakers, this concludes our public coment
peri od.
O d business. The first itemon the
agenda under "O d Business" is the approval of the
m nutes fromthe March 20, 2025 public neeting. Are
there any corrections or additions to the m nutes?
Hearing none. |s there a notion to approve the
m nutes of the March 20, 2025 public neeting?
MR. CARDENAS: Motion to approve the

m nut es.

MR. ROGERS: |Is there a second?

MS. STEELE: Second.

MR. ROGERS: All in favor indicates so
by saying "aye." Aye.

MS. STEELE: Aye.

MR. CARDENAS: Aye.

MR. ROGERS: Let the record reflect
t hat the notion passes unani nously.

Before we get into new business,

woul d |ike to thank our dedicated staff for their hard

wor k during the 2024 tax session. The Board of Review

not only received 273,000 appeals, which is a record
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number for the Board, but our staff also managed to
conclude the 2024 tax session by May 4th, a record
timeframe for the Board. G ve yourselves a round of
appl ause.

W t hout our analysts' focus and their
commtnment to ensuring the property owners receive an
opportunity to appeal their assessnents, this
achi evenent woul d not have been possible. | comend
them and their dedication to the Board.

| would also nention that despite our
efforts, the Cook County assessor m sled the property
t axi ng agencies by not informng us that he had not
transmtted information to the Departnent of Revenue
timely. Therefore, our hard effort to make the bills
timely were thwarted by a | ess than transparent and
| ess than effective and i nconpetent assessor. So the
tax bills apparently are going to be |ate, despite the
efforts of our agency and others, again, based upon
t he i nconpetence out of the assessor's office.

"1l yield the floor now to ny
col | eagues for any additional comrent.

MR. CARDENAS: Thank you, Conm ssi oner.
Yeah. | think the nost inportant point out of what

you' re saying, Comm ssioner, is that the Board cane
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t hrough. We got it done. | nean, our mssion is to,
obvi ously, be right on tine and, you know,
notw t hst andi ng what ot her people and you know, their
obj ectives are, what they do on their end, as |ong as
we commt and we cone through is what matters.

The narrative is, as you know, pretty
clear. Conpetency matters, and you guys are exenplary
when it cones to that. You're not only conpetent, you
clearly understand our m ssion and, you know, you
serve the taxpayers admrably. And | think you ought
to be commended for that.

| want to obviously thank my staff, DI1.
Rai se your hands if you're in District 1. |
appreciate you, and if you talk to your coll eagues,
make sure you |l et them know. We obviously send
emai |ls, but we don't get to see you as often as |
would Iike. But you know, we may change that. W may
not. We'll see. Nobody knows. Thank you for being
you and commtting to the m ssion.

Thank you, Conm ssioner.

MS. STEELE: So | would like to carry
on the sentinment of ny coll eagues here in thanking the
staff. |1'd also like to nention that the Board of

Revi ew has been bestowed the honor of four NACo
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Awar ds, the National Association of County O fici al
Awards. The first being our award in education, and
that is to the entire Board.

So that goes to the efforts of Chesney
[ ph] setting up all the educational opportunities that
we've had, to the various staff nenbers for signing up
and conti nui ng your professional devel opnent. So |
really think you guys should give yourselves a big
round of applause and feel so proud of what you've
done because that's a national award that you just
won.

Al right. The other three are the
STAR Program which has contributed to us hel pi ng get
the tax bills out on tinme. District 2's outreach
program that we serviced over 40 outreaches and
hel ped hundreds of thousands of people. It was just
really a fantastic year. And so | really want to
thank nmy district for that.

And then the fourth being is our PTAB
Initiative. | know we work so hard as a Board through
our session to make sure that we get property taxes
out on tinme. However, we still have the obligation to
represent the assessor's values at the PTAB | evel.

And | really want to comend you guys for stepping up
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during, you know, our down period and maki ng sure that
we neet those demands.

So again, thank you all very nuch for
that. We couldn't do our jobs here as conmm ssioners
w t hout you. So very honored to work al ongside all of
you and have you on the team So thank you.

MR. ROGERS: Thank you, Conmmi ssioner
Steele. And | want to also expressly thank ny
coll eagues. It's inportant that we be able to
effectively work together. |It's natural to have

differences that arise, but we can't let that
interfere with the staff's ability to work together.
And | think we've done that successfully this | ast
session. So thank you bot h.

And in addition to our staffs, who we
all thank, we have a very effective secretary's office
and clerk's office, so | want to thank those
enpl oyees, our | T departnment, everyone working in
uni son to acconplish the goal of getting through these
record nunber vol une appeals. So thank you all. W
appreci ate you.

Qur office is one of the, | think, nost
effective offices, in terns of getting through the

work we have to do. W have chal |l enges every year
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that are unique that we face, and you know, w thout
hesitation, you know, the staff step up and work
together. So we do appreciate that we would not be
able to be elected and be successful w thout all of
the work. So | can give you one final round of

appl ause.

MR. CARDENAS: Thank you, Comm ssi oner.
A quick note on that. This is sonething that | think
we ought to repeat. So | do thank the secretary,
Liliana Escarpita, for her efforts and professionalism
in doing this job. Since she got here, it conpletely
transfornmed, you know, the secretary's office and
brought it to a newlevel. And | think it's
appreciated. | know I do.

And, you know, Timmetra always wth,
you know, the legal m nd that she has, always expl ains
it to nme so detailed that | think I'"mgoing to | aw
school just to be able to understand what she's
saying. But thank you. Thank you.

Allen, | know we don't commend you
enough, but thank you for keeping your team you know,
straight and narrow in doing that. So | thank you
all. And the newconers, general counsel. W have new

general counsel, by the way. Yeah. Honestly, we have
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new bodies. W have a Board that is going places, so
I"'mliking it. Thank you.

MR. ROGERS: Thank you again to ny
coll eagues. | look forward to working together as a
Board to ensure our 2025 tax year, which is the North
Suburban Triad, is an even nore productive and
efficient tax session for the Cook County taxpayers.

Havi ng said that, we will now nove on
to the first notion under "New Business."

Pursuant to the Illinois Property Tax
Code 35 | LCS-200/16-105, this shall be the opening
nmeeting of the 2025 tax appeal session of the Cook
County Board of Review for the purpose of revising and
correcting the grossly erroneous 2025 assessnents of
real estate in Cook County by Cook County assessor,
Fritz Kaegi.

MS. STEELE: | want to see that
reflected in North Triad Appeals Comm ssion.

MR. ROGERS: Meetings of this Board
wll continue fromthis day until all conplaints
affecting the 2025 assessnents of real estate in al
towns of townshi ps of the county have been heard and
adj udi cat ed.

W will open all towns for pre-file
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tonmorrow, June 25th, and on July 7th, we will open

Group 1, consisting of Berwyn, Norwood Park,

Ri verside, River Forest, Rogers Park, and Evanston.
Is there a notion for the adoption of

the rules and fornms for the 2025 tax year session?
MR. CARDENAS: | notion for the

adoption of the rules and fornms for the 2025 tax

sessi on.
MR. ROGERS: |Is the notion seconded?
M5. STEELE: Second.
MR. ROGERS: AlIl in favor indicate by
sayi ng "aye." Aye.

MS. STEELE: Aye.

MR. CARDENAS:. Aye.

MR. ROGERS: Let the record reflect
that the notion passes unani nously.

The next item under "New Business" is
resol ution honoring Pride Month proposed by
Comm ssi oner Steele.

Conm ssi oner Steele, you have the
floor.

MS. STEELE: Thank you. Actually, |
was told | didn't need to read it, so if you want to

just --

a
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MR. ROGERS:
MS. STEELE:
to read it.
MR. ROGERS:
MS. STEELE:
want to nmake the notion?
MR. ROGERS:
MS. STEELE:
MR. ROGERS:

MR. CARDENAS:

Pride resol ution.
MR. ROGERS:
MS. STEELE:
MR. ROGERS:

by sayi ng "aye.

MR. CARDENAS:

MS. STEELE:
MR. ROGERS:

reflect that the ayes have i

unani nmousl y.
MS. STEELE:
MR. ROGERS:

item

Page 13

[''m sorry?
| was told | didn't need
[t's up to you

You can pass it. Do you

Ckay. You don't want to?
| don't need to.
Okay. The resolution --

| notion to adopt the

Okay. |Is there a second?

Second.

Al in favor indicate so
Aye.

Aye.

Aye. Let the record

t, and the notion carries

Thank you.

Movi ng on to the next

s there a need to go into executive session?

MS. ESCARPI TA:

Chairman, there is no

Veritext Lega Solutions

WWw.veritext.com

888-391-3376




© 00 N o o A~ w N P

N N N NN R P R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 0O N O O A WO N —» O

Page 14

need to go into executive session.

MR. ROGERS: |If there is no need to go
I nto executive session, |I'Il call for a notion. Well,
we can nove on to notion four.

Being that there is no additional
busi ness before the Board, can | get a notion for the
adj ournment of this neeting with the Board remaining
I n continuous session for the purpose of adjudication
of appeals and other matters as required by the
I1l1inois Property Tax Code?

MR. CARDENAS: | notion to adjourn at
this monment for the continuous session for purposes of
Adj udi cati on of Appeals and all the matters as
required by Illinois Property Tax Code.

MR. ROGERS: |Is there a second?

MS. STEELE: | second.

MR. ROGERS: All in favor indicate so

by sayi ng "aye. Aye.

MS. STEELE: Aye.

MR. CARDENAS:. Aye.

MR. ROGERS: Let the record reflect
that the notion passes unani nously, and this neeting
of the County Board of Review is hereby adjourned.

Thank you.
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And |11

MR. CARDENAS: Thank you,

be in my office if anybody wants to see ne.

(Wher eupon, the neeting concl uded at

10: 20 a. m)
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everyone.
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CERTI FI CATE

I, HALEY GOODW N, the officer before whom
t he foregoi ng proceedi ngs were taken, do hereby
certify that any witness(es) in the foregoing
proceedi ngs, prior to testifying, were duly sworn;
t hat the proceedi ngs were recorded by ne and
thereafter reduced to typewiting by a qualified
transcriptionist; that said digital audio recording of
said proceedings are a true and accurate record to the
best of nmy know edge, skills, and ability; that | am
neither counsel for, related to, nor enployed by any
of the parties to the action in which this was taken;
and, further, that I amnot a relative or enployee of
any counsel or attorney enployed by the parties

hereto, nor financially or otherwise interested in the

outconme of this action. gaL_f

Notary Public in and for the

HALEY GOODW N

State of Illinois
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI BER

I, ROBIN KRAUS, do hereby certify that this
transcript was prepared fromthe digital audio
recordi ng of the foregoing proceeding, that said
transcript is a true and accurate record of the
proceedi ngs to the best of nmy know edge, skills, and
ability; that I am neither counsel for, related to,
nor enployed by any of the parties to the action in
whi ch this was taken; and, further, that I amnot a
relative or enployee of any counsel or attorney
enpl oyed by the parties hereto, nor financially or

otherwise interested in the outcone of this action.

ol oo

ROBI N KRAUS
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