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1                  P R O C E E D I N G S

2                MR. ROGERS:  This meeting of the Cook

3 County Board of Review is called to order.  I will now

4 call the roll.

5                Commissioner Steele?

6                MS. STEELE:  Present.

7                MR. ROGERS:  Commissioner Cardenas?

8                MR. CARDENAS:  Aye.  Here.

9                MR. ROGERS:  And myself.  Let the

10 record reflect that we have a full house and quorum.

11 All commissioners are present.  We'll now proceed with

12 the Pledge of Allegiance.  All, please stand.

13                MULTIPLE SPEAKERS:  I pledge allegiance

14 to the Flag of the United States of America, and to

15 the Republic for which it stands, one nation under

16 God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

17                MR. ROGERS:  I will now proceed to the

18 public comment section of the agenda --

19                MR. CARDENAS:  I can't hear.  Hold on.

20                MR. ROGERS:  Oh, I'm sorry.

21                We will now proceed to the public

22 comment section of the agenda.  Have any members of

23 the public signed up?

24                MS. ESCARPITA:  Chairman, no members of
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1 the public have signed up for public comment.

2                MR. ROGERS:  Okay.  Seeing that we have

3 no public speakers, this concludes our public comment

4 period.

5                Old business.  The first item on the

6 agenda under "Old Business" is the approval of the

7 minutes from the March 20, 2025 public meeting.  Are

8 there any corrections or additions to the minutes?

9 Hearing none.  Is there a motion to approve the

10 minutes of the March 20, 2025 public meeting?

11                MR. CARDENAS:  Motion to approve the

12 minutes.

13                MR. ROGERS:  Is there a second?

14                MS. STEELE:  Second.

15                MR. ROGERS:  All in favor indicates so

16 by saying "aye."  Aye.

17                MS. STEELE:  Aye.

18                MR. CARDENAS:  Aye.

19                MR. ROGERS:  Let the record reflect

20 that the motion passes unanimously.

21                Before we get into new business, I

22 would like to thank our dedicated staff for their hard

23 work during the 2024 tax session.  The Board of Review

24 not only received 273,000 appeals, which is a record
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1 number for the Board, but our staff also managed to

2 conclude the 2024 tax session by May 4th, a record

3 timeframe for the Board.  Give yourselves a round of

4 applause.

5                Without our analysts' focus and their

6 commitment to ensuring the property owners receive an

7 opportunity to appeal their assessments, this

8 achievement would not have been possible.  I commend

9 them and their dedication to the Board.

10                I would also mention that despite our

11 efforts, the Cook County assessor misled the property

12 taxing agencies by not informing us that he had not

13 transmitted information to the Department of Revenue

14 timely.  Therefore, our hard effort to make the bills

15 timely were thwarted by a less than transparent and

16 less than effective and incompetent assessor.  So the

17 tax bills apparently are going to be late, despite the

18 efforts of our agency and others, again, based upon

19 the incompetence out of the assessor's office.

20                I'll yield the floor now to my

21 colleagues for any additional comment.

22                MR. CARDENAS:  Thank you, Commissioner.

23 Yeah.  I think the most important point out of what

24 you're saying, Commissioner, is that the Board came
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1 through.  We got it done.  I mean, our mission is to,

2 obviously, be right on time and, you know,

3 notwithstanding what other people and you know, their

4 objectives are, what they do on their end, as long as

5 we commit and we come through is what matters.

6                The narrative is, as you know, pretty

7 clear.  Competency matters, and you guys are exemplary

8 when it comes to that.  You're not only competent, you

9 clearly understand our mission and, you know, you

10 serve the taxpayers admirably.  And I think you ought

11 to be commended for that.

12                I want to obviously thank my staff, D1.

13 Raise your hands if you're in District 1.  I

14 appreciate you, and if you talk to your colleagues,

15 make sure you let them know.  We obviously send

16 emails, but we don't get to see you as often as I

17 would like.  But you know, we may change that.  We may

18 not.  We'll see.  Nobody knows.  Thank you for being

19 you and committing to the mission.

20                Thank you, Commissioner.

21                MS. STEELE:  So I would like to carry

22 on the sentiment of my colleagues here in thanking the

23 staff.  I'd also like to mention that the Board of

24 Review has been bestowed the honor of four NACo
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1 Awards, the National Association of County Official

2 Awards.  The first being our award in education, and

3 that is to the entire Board.

4                So that goes to the efforts of Chesney

5 [ph] setting up all the educational opportunities that

6 we've had, to the various staff members for signing up

7 and continuing your professional development.  So I

8 really think you guys should give yourselves a big

9 round of applause and feel so proud of what you've

10 done because that's a national award that you just

11 won.

12                All right.  The other three are the

13 STAR Program, which has contributed to us helping get

14 the tax bills out on time.  District 2's outreach

15 program, that we serviced over 40 outreaches and

16 helped hundreds of thousands of people.  It was just

17 really a fantastic year.  And so I really want to

18 thank my district for that.

19                And then the fourth being is our PTAB

20 Initiative.  I know we work so hard as a Board through

21 our session to make sure that we get property taxes

22 out on time.  However, we still have the obligation to

23 represent the assessor's values at the PTAB level.

24 And I really want to commend you guys for stepping up
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1 during, you know, our down period and making sure that

2 we meet those demands.

3                So again, thank you all very much for

4 that.  We couldn't do our jobs here as commissioners

5 without you.  So very honored to work alongside all of

6 you and have you on the team.  So thank you.

7                MR. ROGERS:  Thank you, Commissioner

8 Steele.  And I want to also expressly thank my

9 colleagues.  It's important that we be able to

10 effectively work together.  It's natural to have

11 differences that arise, but we can't let that

12 interfere with the staff's ability to work together.

13 And I think we've done that successfully this last

14 session.  So thank you both.

15                And in addition to our staffs, who we

16 all thank, we have a very effective secretary's office

17 and clerk's office, so I want to thank those

18 employees, our IT department, everyone working in

19 unison to accomplish the goal of getting through these

20 record number volume appeals.  So thank you all.  We

21 appreciate you.

22                Our office is one of the, I think, most

23 effective offices, in terms of getting through the

24 work we have to do.  We have challenges every year
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1 that are unique that we face, and you know, without

2 hesitation, you know, the staff step up and work

3 together.  So we do appreciate that we would not be

4 able to be elected and be successful without all of

5 the work.  So I can give you one final round of

6 applause.

7                MR. CARDENAS:  Thank you, Commissioner.

8 A quick note on that.  This is something that I think

9 we ought to repeat.  So I do thank the secretary,

10 Liliana Escarpita, for her efforts and professionalism

11 in doing this job.  Since she got here, it completely

12 transformed, you know, the secretary's office and

13 brought it to a new level.  And I think it's

14 appreciated.  I know I do.

15                And, you know, Timnetra always with,

16 you know, the legal mind that she has, always explains

17 it to me so detailed that I think I'm going to law

18 school just to be able to understand what she's

19 saying.  But thank you.  Thank you.

20                Allen, I know we don't commend you

21 enough, but thank you for keeping your team, you know,

22 straight and narrow in doing that.  So I thank you

23 all.  And the newcomers, general counsel.  We have new

24 general counsel, by the way.  Yeah.  Honestly, we have
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1 new bodies.  We have a Board that is going places, so

2 I'm liking it.  Thank you.

3                MR. ROGERS:  Thank you again to my

4 colleagues.  I look forward to working together as a

5 Board to ensure our 2025 tax year, which is the North

6 Suburban Triad, is an even more productive and

7 efficient tax session for the Cook County taxpayers.

8                Having said that, we will now move on

9 to the first motion under "New Business."

10                Pursuant to the Illinois Property Tax

11 Code 35 ILCS-200/16-105, this shall be the opening

12 meeting of the 2025 tax appeal session of the Cook

13 County Board of Review for the purpose of revising and

14 correcting the grossly erroneous 2025 assessments of

15 real estate in Cook County by Cook County assessor,

16 Fritz Kaegi.

17                MS. STEELE:  I want to see that

18 reflected in North Triad Appeals Commission.

19                MR. ROGERS:  Meetings of this Board

20 will continue from this day until all complaints

21 affecting the 2025 assessments of real estate in all

22 towns of townships of the county have been heard and

23 adjudicated.

24                We will open all towns for pre-file
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1 tomorrow, June 25th, and on July 7th, we will open

2 Group 1, consisting of Berwyn, Norwood Park,

3 Riverside, River Forest, Rogers Park, and Evanston.

4                Is there a motion for the adoption of

5 the rules and forms for the 2025 tax year session?

6                MR. CARDENAS:  I motion for the

7 adoption of the rules and forms for the 2025 tax

8 session.

9                MR. ROGERS:  Is the motion seconded?

10                MS. STEELE:  Second.

11                MR. ROGERS:  All in favor indicate by

12 saying "aye."  Aye.

13                MS. STEELE:  Aye.

14                MR. CARDENAS:  Aye.

15                MR. ROGERS:  Let the record reflect

16 that the motion passes unanimously.

17                The next item under "New Business" is a

18 resolution honoring Pride Month proposed by

19 Commissioner Steele.

20                Commissioner Steele, you have the

21 floor.

22                MS. STEELE:  Thank you.  Actually, I

23 was told I didn't need to read it, so if you want to

24 just --
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1                MR. ROGERS:  I'm sorry?

2                MS. STEELE:  I was told I didn't need

3 to read it.

4                MR. ROGERS:  It's up to you.

5                MS. STEELE:  You can pass it.  Do you

6 want to make the motion?

7                MR. ROGERS:  Okay.  You don't want to?

8                MS. STEELE:  I don't need to.

9                MR. ROGERS:  Okay.  The resolution --

10                MR. CARDENAS:  I motion to adopt the

11 Pride resolution.

12                MR. ROGERS:  Okay.  Is there a second?

13                MS. STEELE:  Second.

14                MR. ROGERS:  All in favor indicate so

15 by saying "aye."

16                MR. CARDENAS:  Aye.

17                MS. STEELE:  Aye.

18                MR. ROGERS:  Aye.  Let the record

19 reflect that the ayes have it, and the motion carries

20 unanimously.

21                MS. STEELE:  Thank you.

22                MR. ROGERS:  Moving on to the next

23 item.  Is there a need to go into executive session?

24                MS. ESCARPITA:  Chairman, there is no
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1 need to go into executive session.

2                MR. ROGERS:  If there is no need to go

3 into executive session, I'll call for a motion.  Well,

4 we can move on to motion four.

5                Being that there is no additional

6 business before the Board, can I get a motion for the

7 adjournment of this meeting with the Board remaining

8 in continuous session for the purpose of adjudication

9 of appeals and other matters as required by the

10 Illinois Property Tax Code?

11                MR. CARDENAS:  I motion to adjourn at

12 this moment for the continuous session for purposes of

13 Adjudication of Appeals and all the matters as

14 required by Illinois Property Tax Code.

15                MR. ROGERS:  Is there a second?

16                MS. STEELE:  I second.

17                MR. ROGERS:  All in favor indicate so

18 by saying "aye."  Aye.

19                MS. STEELE:  Aye.

20                MR. CARDENAS:  Aye.

21                MR. ROGERS:  Let the record reflect

22 that the motion passes unanimously, and this meeting

23 of the County Board of Review is hereby adjourned.

24 Thank you.
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1                MR. CARDENAS:  Thank you, everyone.

2 And I'll be in my office if anybody wants to see me.

3                (Whereupon, the meeting concluded at

4                10:20 a.m.)
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1                       CERTIFICATE

2           I, HALEY GOODWIN, the officer before whom

3 the foregoing proceedings were taken, do hereby

4 certify that any witness(es) in the foregoing

5 proceedings, prior to testifying, were duly sworn;

6 that the proceedings were recorded by me and

7 thereafter reduced to typewriting by a qualified

8 transcriptionist; that said digital audio recording of

9 said proceedings are a true and accurate record to the

10 best of my knowledge, skills, and ability; that I am

11 neither counsel for, related to, nor employed by any

12 of the parties to the action in which this was taken;

13 and, further, that I am not a relative or employee of

14 any counsel or attorney employed by the parties

15 hereto, nor financially or otherwise interested in the

16 outcome of this action.

                             <%29674,Signature%>

17                                           HALEY GOODWIN

18                            Notary Public in and for the

19                                       State of Illinois

20

21

22

23

24
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1               CERTIFICATE OF TRANSCRIBER

2           I, ROBIN KRAUS, do hereby certify that this

3 transcript was prepared from the digital audio

4 recording of the foregoing proceeding, that said

5 transcript is a true and accurate record of the

6 proceedings to the best of my knowledge, skills, and

7 ability; that I am neither counsel for, related to,

8 nor employed by any of the parties to the action in

9 which this was taken; and, further, that I am not a

10 relative or employee of any counsel or attorney

11 employed by the parties hereto, nor financially or

12 otherwise interested in the outcome of this action.

13

14                          <%33915,Signature%>

15                                             ROBIN KRAUS

16
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