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Cook County Board of Review

Moderated by Larry R. Rogers, Jr.
and George A. Cardenas
Monday, December 1, 2025

10:11 a.m.

Cook County Board of Review
Office of the Secretary
118 North Clark Street, Room 601

Chicago, IL 60602

Reported by: Haley Goodwin
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A PPEARANTCTES
List of Attendees:
Larry R. Rogers, Jr., Outgoing Chair/Commissioner
George A. Cardenas, Commissioner/Incoming Chair
Samantha Steele, Commissioner
Liliana Escarpita, Secretary
Timnetra Burruss, Outgoing Chief Deputy Commissioner

Allen Manuel, Chief Clerk
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PROCEIEDTINGS
MR. ROGERS: Good morning. This
meeting of the Cook County Board of Review will now
come to order.
Court Reporter, please note the time
and begin the official record.

Will the secretary please call the

role?

MS. ESCARPITA: Chairman --

MR. ROGERS: Present.

MS. ESCARPITA: Chairman Rogers.

MR. ROGERS: Present.

MS. ESCARPITA: Commissioner Cardenas.

MR. CARDENAS: Present.

MS. ESCARPITA: Commissioner Steele.

MS. STEELE: Present.

MS. ESCARPITA: Chairman, you have a
quorum.

MR. ROGERS: Thank you.

We will now proceed with the Pledge of
Allegiance.

MULTIPLE SPEAKERS: I pledge allegiance
to the flag of the United States of America, and to

the Republic for which it stands, one nation under

Veritext Legal Solutions
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God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

MR. ROGERS: Moving on to public
comment. Members of the public who have registered
will each be given two minutes to speak in accordance
with our public comment policy.

Secretary, are there any registered
speakers for the public comment?

MS. ESCARPITA: Yes, Chairman.

Mr. Frank Calabrese has registered for public comment.

MR. ROGERS: Mr. Calabrese, is he
present?

MS. ESCARPITA: I do not see
Mr. Calabrese, Chairman.

MR. ROGERS: I do understand he
submitted something in writing by way of a statement,
but there's no one here to read it on his behalf.

Is -- is that correct?

MS. ESCARPITA: That is correct. He
did request for it to go into the formal proceedings,
and we will file it accordingly.

MR. ROGERS: Thank you. Do we have any
additional speakers?

MS. ESCARPITA: No additional speakers,

Chairman.
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MR. ROGERS: Seeing none, this
concludes our public comment section.

O0ld business. The first item under old
business is the approval of the minutes from the
public meeting held on June 24, 2025. Are there any
corrections or additions to the minutes?

Hearing none, is there a motion to
approve the minutes of the June 24, 2025, meeting?

MR. CARDENAS: I motion to approve the
minutes of the 24th public meeting.

MR. ROGERS: 1Is there a second?

MS. STEELE: Second.

MR. ROGERS: All those in favor please
signify by saying, "Aye."

MULTIPLE SPEAKERS: Aye.

Any opposed?

None. The motion carries unanimously.

New business. Moving on to new
business. Pursuant to section 5-15 of the Illinois
Property Tax Code 35ILCS200/5-15, every December the
Board is required to appoint a chair; the deputy in
charge of complaints, also known as the chief deputy
commissioner; and the secretary of the board; and

the -- and the chief clerk.
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The first item on our agenda is the
appointment of the chair for fiscal year 2026. As
required by statute, the chairmanship rotates among
the three elected commissioners. In the fourth year,
which is this year of that cycle, the chair is not
determined by district but must instead be chosen by
random draw.

We will now conduct that drawing with
Allen Manuel, the Clerk of the Board of Review,
holding the three commissioner's cards in a hat, and
Liliana Escarpita drawing a card. That process has
been agreed upon by all three commissioners.

Correct, Commissioners?

MR. CARDENAS: Correct.

MR. ROGERS: Commissioner Steele, are
you agreed?

MS. STEELE: Yes.

MR. ROGERS: Thank you.

Liliana, you -- did you draw?

MS. ESCARPITA: Yes.

MR. ROGERS: Thank you. Who is it?

MS. ESCARPITA: Commissioner Cardenas.

MR. ROGERS: Commissioner Cardenas is

the chairman. Please give him a round of applause.

Veritext Legal Solutions
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MR. CARDENAS: That has to be a good
omen.

MR. ROGERS: The drawing has been
completed. The commissioner selected to serve as the
chair for the upcoming term is Commissioner Cardenas.
Is there a motion to appoint Commissioner Cardenas as
chair for fiscal year 20267

I so move.

Is there a second?

MS. STEELE: Second.

MR. ROGERS: All those in favor, please
signify so by saying, "Aye."

MULTIPLE SPEAKERS: Aye.

MR. ROGERS: I would let the record
reflect that the motion passes unanimously. And we
have congratulations to Commissioner Cardenas as Chair
of the Cook County Board of Review from 2025 to 2026.

The gavel is yours, Chair.

MR. CARDENAS: Thank you, Commissioner
Rogers and everyone here viewing this extraordinary
transition of power of the Board of Review.

I want to thank the staff, the ones
that do the work daily with not a complaint, carrying

on the mantle of truth, fairness. It's not easy. You
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always get the blame for doing the right thing, but we
got to stand tall on that. I think, coming in here
four years ago, almost four years ago now, to me it
was pretty apparent what needed to happen here at the
Board. And I think we're -- we're a new team. We're
a new board by all accounts. So it's all on you. I
congratulate you. You should give yourself a round of
applause.

And as I say, you can't do it alone. I
want to thank my commissioners as well -- Commissioner
Rogers, Commissioner Samantha Steele -- for doing
their best to run their districts and do the best we
can for taxpayers in extraordinary times. As you can
read the headlines, things are not well on Main
Street.

So let's go back to business. We got
things to do, or an agency to run, and we need the
leadership on board to do that and execute the agenda
set forth by the commissioners.

So the next item on the agenda is the
appointment of the chief deputy commissioner. Is
there a motion to appoint the chief deputy
commissioner?

MR. ROGERS: There is. I -- I move to

WWWw.veritext.com
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appoint William O'Shields as Chief Deputy Commissioner
of the Board of Review.

MS. STEELE: I second that.

MR. CARDENAS: So I hear a -- a second
on that motion. So all those in favor please signify
by saying, "Aye."

MULTIPLE SPEAKERS: Aye.

MR. CARDENAS: The motion carries.

MR. ROGERS: Let the record --

MR. CARDENAS: The motion carries. And
Williams, Chief Deputy Williams, will now carry on his
duty.

The next item is the appointment of the
secretary of the board. 1Is there a motion to appoint
a secretary of the board?

MR. ROGERS: I moved to appoint Allen
Manuel as secretary of -- I'm sorry. I move to
appoint Liliana Escarpita as secretary.

MR. CARDENAS: I was going to say --
now --

Okay. So is there a second?

MS. STEELE: Second.

MR. CARDENAS: Samantha Steele,

Commissioner Samantha Steele, motions to appoint the
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secretary of the board. I also third that motion.

All in favor say, "Aye."

MULTIPLE SPEAKERS: Aye.

MR. CARDENAS: The motion carries.
Liliana Escarpita is now the secretary of the board.
Round of applause for Liliana Escarpita, please.

The next item of the -- is the
appointment of the chief clerk. 1Is there a motion to
appoint the chief clerk?

MS. STEELE: I'd like to appoint Allen
Manuel as the Chief Clerk of the Board of Review.

MR. ROGERS: I second the motion.

MR. CARDENAS: Commissioner Samantha
Steele motions to appoint chief clerk. Commissioner
Rogers seconds that motion.

All those in favor, please signify by
saying, "Aye."

MULTIPLE SPEAKERS: Aye.

MR. CARDENAS: The motion carries.

Allen Manuel, you are now the chief

clerk. What a surprise. What a surprise. Thank you,

Allen.
MR. MANUEL: Thank you.

MR. ROGERS: May I take a point of --
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MR. CARDENAS: Absolutely.

MR. ROGERS: -- please?

First of all, I'd like to thank all
three who've agreed to take on the roles that are
very, very critical roles of the agency: chief deputy
clerk, secretary, and chief deputy commissioner.

Those are very important roles, and they're vitally
important as we go into the next session.

I want to commend Timnetra Burruss, who
has served as the chief deputy commissioner for the
last year and a half or so, during a transition period
where we had two new commissioners, and challenges
with a new environment with the union, and -- and
other challenges. So I want to commend her for the
job she's done.

William O'Shields, as many of you know,
has been with the agency for 20 years. He has the
experience, has an appreciation for the agency and all
of its inner workings, is a well-recognized authority
in the field of wvaluation. And I think more than
ever, right now we need a chief deputy commissioner
who is focused and concentrates on valuation.

There is a significant problem and

dispute within Cook County between the Assessor's

Veritext Legal Solutions
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Office and the Board of Review about methodologies,
the approach to valuation. And William's expertise, I
think, is critical. And him serving as Chief Deputy
Commissioner and a voice for the board on that point
is vital to our agency moving forward. So I want to
thank him for being willing to serve.

And again, commend and ask you to
applaud Timnetra Burruss for her -- her service as
chief deputy commissioner.

MR. CARDENAS: I would -- I would've --
if -- if I -- if I were to comment as well --

And I'm not sure if you want to
comment, Commissioner Steele.

But I -- I'd be remiss if I don't talk
about Timnetra Burruss and the most professional
manner has been my experience, her intellect. And as
far as what I saw, it's just the initiative and --
and, you know, trying to communicate what the best
route would be lead the Board in the best direction
possible, to lead leadership, to guide them to -- to
the best of her abilities.

Trying to seek consensus sometimes
difficult when you have contradicting agendas. And

that's always going to be the toughest part of being a
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political environment. Because aside from being the
Board of Review and the things that we do, the
adjudication responsibilities that we have, you know,
there's an undertone of -- of some political stuff.

So but I think you -- you took that on,
you carried well, and if you were in the Navy, you --
you did a yeoman's job. So thank you.

MS. STEELE: I would like to thank all
of our leadership team this past year. We not only
met our deadline, but we were ahead of deadline.
Unfortunately, that didn't translate into on-time tax
bills, but I'm very grateful for the work that you
have all done to make sure that we were on time. It's
been a pleasure serving with all of you, and I look
forward to continue doing that.

I'm really excited for Allen. He's
told me that he's going to shake things up this -- so
we'll see what that means.

MR. CARDENAS: Thank you, Commissioner.

Now the final item on the new business
is the adoption of the 2026 regular meeting schedule
proposed as follows: March 10, 2026, our meeting would
be at 10:00 a.m.; on June 9, 2026, again 10:00 a.m.;

September 15, 2026, 10:00 a.m.; and December 1, 2026,

Veritext Legal Solutions
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Is there a motion to adopt the 2026

meeting schedule?
MR. ROGERS:

MR. CARDENAS:

So moved.

Commissioner Rogers

motions to adopt the 2026 meeting schedule.

Commissioner Steele seconds
All those in

saying, "Aye."

that. I also -- agree.

favor, please signify by

MULTIPLE SPEAKERS: Aye.

MR. CARDENAS:

The motion carries.

Do I hear a motion to adjourn?

MR. ROGERS:
MR. CARDENAS:
business before the board.
MS. STEELE:
MR. CARDENAS:
Samantha Steele, motions to
MR. ROGERS:
MR. CARDENAS:
seconds the motion.
All in favor
MS. STEELE:

MR. CARDENAS:

So --

-- there no further

Motion to adjourn.
Samantha, Commissioner

adjourn.

Second the motion.

Commissioner Rogers

please signify, "Aye."
Aye.

The motion carries. We

Veritext Legal Solutions
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are now adjourned. The meeting of the Cook County
Board of Review is here adjourned with the Board --
with the Board remaining in continuous session for the
adjudication of appeals and other matters as required
by Illinois Property Tax Code. Thank you -- and
statute.

Thank you all for being here.

(Whereupon, at 10:24 a.m., the

proceeding was concluded.)
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CERTIFICATE

I, HALEY GOODWIN, the officer before whom
the foregoing proceedings were taken, do hereby
certify that any witness(es) in the foregoing
proceedings, prior to testifying, were duly sworn;
that the proceedings were recorded by me and
thereafter reduced to typewriting by a qualified
transcriptionist; that said digital audio recording of
said proceedings are a true and accurate record to the
best of my knowledge, skills, and ability; that I am
neither counsel for, related to, nor employed by any
of the parties to the action in which this was taken;
and, further, that I am not a relative or employee of

any counsel or attorney employed by the parties

hereto, nor financially or otherwise interested in the

/ >

outcome of this action. %9L_f
/.

Notary Public in and for the

HALEY GOODWIN

State of Illinois
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CERTIFICATE OF TRANSCRIBER

I, ERIN ELLIA, do hereby certify that this
transcript was prepared from the digital audio
recording of the foregoing proceeding, that said
transcript is a true and accurate record of the
proceedings to the best of my knowledge, skills, and
ability; that I am neither counsel for, related to,
nor employed by any of the parties to the action in
which this was taken; and, further, that I am not a
relative or employee of any counsel or attorney
employed by the parties hereto, nor financially or

otherwise interested in the outcome of this action.

ERIN ELLTIA
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