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Special Public Meeting

Moderated by Chairman Cardenas
Wednesday, May 13, 2026

10:04 a.m.

Cook County Board of Review
Office of the Secretary
118 North Clark Street, Room 601

Chicago, IL 60602

Reported by: Haley Goodwin
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A P PEARANT CES
List of Attendees:
Larry R. Rogers, Jr., Outgoing Chair/Commissioner
Samantha Steele, Commissioner

Liliana Escarpita, Secretary
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PROCEEDTINGS

MR. CARDENAS: Welcome to the meeting
of the Cook County Board of Review, Special Public
Meeting, May 13, 2026, 10:00 a.m. The meeting
of the Cook County Board of Review is called to order.
Will the secretary please call the roll?

MS. ESCARPITA: Commissioner Rogers?

MR. ROGERS: Present.

MS. ESCARPITA: Commissioner Steele?

MS. STEELE: Yes.

MS. ESCARPITA: Chair Cardenas?

MR. CARDENAS: Present.

MS. ESCARPITA: Chair, you have a
quorum.

MR. CARDENAS: Thank you, Madam
Secretary. We will now proceed with the Pledge of
Allegiance. Commissioner Rogers?

(Pledge of Allegiance)

MS. ESCARPITA: Go ahead.

MR. CARDENAS: Madam Secretary, I'm
aware that no members of the public have signed up for
public comment.

MS. ESCARPITA: That's correct.

MR. CARDENAS: Seeing that there are no
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public speakers, this concludes our public comment
period.

We'll now go to old business. And the
first item of the agenda, old business, is the
approval of the minutes from the meeting of December
the 1st, 2025. Are there any corrections or additions
to the minutes, Madam Secretary?

MS. ESCARPITA: Not to my knowledge,
Chair.

MR. ROGERS: I move to approve the
minutes.

MS. STEELE: Second.

MR. CARDENAS: Great. Seeing there are
no corrections or additions, and there is a motion to
approve the minutes of December 1, 2025 public
meeting, I move to approve -- or Chair -- I mean,
commissioner Rogers moves to approve, seconded by
Commissioner Steele.

MS. STEELE: All in favor?

MR. CARDENAS: Aye, all in favor?

MR. ROGERS: Aye.

MS. STEELE: Aye.

MR. CARDENAS: Great. The motion

passes. Now, we are moving on to new business. And
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next on the agenda is -- well, then we'll go up to the
Executive Session. Do I get a motion for one of the
commissions to go to Executive Session?

MR. ROGERS: So moved.

MR. CARDENAS: Commissioner Rogers
moves to move to Executive Session. Anybody here
disagrees?

MS. ESCARPITA: Commissioner --

MS. STEELE: I second.

MS. ESCARPITA: Pursuant to the Open
Meetings Act, if you can restate that.

MR. CARDENAS: Oh, thank you. Thank
you for the reminder. Pursuant to the Open Meetings
Act 5 ILCS 120/2(c) (2), Board will go into Executive
Session to discuss collective bargaining negotiating
matters between the Board and its employees or their
representatives.

MR. ROGERS: Motion to go into

Executive Session passes, we'll go into Executive

Session.

MS. STEELE: Thank vyou.

MR. CARDENAS: Okay. I thought we
voted on it already. No?

MS. STEELE: Yes.

Veritext Legal Solutions
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MR. CARDENAS: Okay. Let's go into
Executive Session based on the vote we took.

(Went into Executive Session)

MR. CARDENAS: All right, we're going
to go back into open session. Let the record reflect
that the Board has concluded its Executive Session and
is now an open session.

The next item before the Board Review
is a resolution approving the terms of the Collective
Bargaining Agreement between the Cook County Board of
Review, and the Cook County joint employees, also
known as AFSCME, Council 31, Local 3696.

Will the secretary please call the
roll?

MS. ESCARPITA: Commissioner Rogers?

MR. ROGERS: Aye.

MS. ESCARPITA: Commissioner Steele?

MS. STEELE: Aye.

MS. ESCARPITA: Chair Cardenas?

MR. CARDENAS: Aye.

MS. ESCARPITA: Chairman, there are
three ayes no nays.

MR. CARDENAS: Thank you, Madam

Secretary. The resolution is adopted. On behalf of

Veritext Legal Solutions
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the Board, I would like to recognize the significant
efforts that went into reaching this agreement. We
thank our staff, labor council and management team,
AFSCME representatives and employees, for their
professionalism, patience, and dedication throughout
this process.

This agreement represents an important
step towards strengthening and supporting the
workforce that carries out the critical mission of the
Cook County Board of Review. On behalf of the
taxpayers of Cook County, we appreciate the
collaboration and commitment demonstrated by everyone
involved.

I will now yield the floor to
Commissioner Rogers and Commissioner Steele to say a
few words on this historic milestone. Commissioner
Rogers.

MR. ROGERS: Thank you. I want to echo
the comments of my colleague, Chairman Cardenas. This
is a milestone for our agency. I've been a long time
supporter of AFSCME's efforts, and recognize and
appreciate the importance of collective bargaining and
unionization amongst employees so they can speak with

one unified voice for the benefit of all.
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I think it's in the best interest of
not only our agency, but Cook County to have such a
strong union membership through AFSCME, and look
forward to working with them in the years to come.

MR. CARDENAS: Commissioner Steele?

MS. STEELE: Thank you. I, too, would
like to echo what my colleagues have said. It means a
great deal to me that we were able to unionize this.
It's something that I sought out at the beginning of
the term -- of my term, and so I'm grateful to see
that come to fruition, and I am very proud of the work
that was put into this. And I'm happy for the staff.
Thank vyou.

MR. CARDENAS: Yes, thank you. Well,
let me just close and to say that, you know, for
District 1, my staff, it's like family. I got here in
2022 1in December. We gotten to know them all, gotten
to know some and their families.

And from time to time we discussed just
hobbies, what's going on outside of this building.

And, you know, that's part of what an organization and
its evolution, really, is all about. And I think not
only are we stronger for that, but we have them

happier.
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They know that there's a place here for
them to foment, to further their goals and their
professionalism. And they now can go back to work
knowing that the stability that is so important
nowadays in the workforce is there for them.

And that we're still going to
collaborate. We're still going to be a family. 1It's
just a dynamic that I think supports them and makes
them the best that they can be, that I fully support.
So I thank everyone involved for that. And thank you.

MS. ESCARPITA: Congratulations.

MR. CARDENAS: We're moving on to the
next agenda, and the next item on the agenda is the
resolution honoring the life and legacy of the
Reverend Jesse Louls Jackson, Jr [sic]. I'm sure all
of you know this man, his legacy, his personality.

I personally had the honor working with
the reverend throughout my career. Very, very open.
A gentle man. He was all about peace and prosperity
for his people. I remember his line in the 1988
convention. I want to be somebody. I still remember
that.

Because really, as a younger man, I

did. I was coming out of the military, United States
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Navy. And I felt that through what he was seeing and
his vision, that I really wanted to be somebody.

I thank him for that, for motivating me
in that moment. His tireless advocacy empowered
millions and change history. I yield the floor to
Commissioner Rogers to share remarks about the
Reverend's fond legacy, and his resolution.

Commissioner Rogers.

MR. ROGERS: Thank you. First, let me
thank my colleagues. When I suggested the issue of
introducing a resolution in honor, Reverend Jesse
Louis Jackson, Sr., it was well received by my
colleagues, which I appreciate.

I and my family have a long history
with the Jackson family, dating back before I
initially became a commissioner. My parents worked in
Operation Breadbasket. My grandmother was actively
involved. My aunt has been actively involved. My
uncle was the organizer for Operation PUSH.

So the loss of Reverend Jackson was
very personal for me. A lot of times we don't
celebrate and appreciate contributions of local
leaders, when it's often recognized nationally and

internationally. Reverend Jackson is a perfect

Veritext Legal Solutions
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example of that.

If you had the privilege of attending
his services, you would know that people from -- would
travel for days across the world, based upon the
contributions that he made to our society, our
community.

George, Commissioner Steele, and myself
had run for public office and committed ourselves to
serving our respective constituents.

Reverend Jackson committed himself to
serving humanity. He was not elected to public
office, but he took it upon himself to commit himself
and his life in service of others. He was not a
perfect man, but he was an honorable man, and I
appreciate the Board acknowledging that through this
resolution. Excuse me. Thank you.

MR. CARDENAS: Thank you, Commissioner
Rogers.

Commissioner Steele?

MS. STEELE: Reverend Jackson was a
pillar of our community, and one of the, you know,
fathers of civil rights. And we owe him a great
gratitude for the work that he did, the foundation

that he built for those of us to be up here as elected
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officials.

Without his efforts, I don't believe
that I, myself, would've been up here. And so I'm
very grateful for that. And I would like to express
my profound condolences to Commissioner Rogers and his
family, and Reverend Jackson and his family, because
it's difficult to lose someone, especially someone
with so much light to offer the world. So, thank you.

MR. CARDENAS: Thank you, Commissioner
Steele.

Can I get a motion, Commissioner Rogers
to approve this resolution?

MR. ROGERS: So moved.

MR. CARDENAS: Commissioner Steele?

MS. STEELE: Second.

MR. CARDENAS: I support, as well, in
the chair of the ayes, the ayes have it, the motion
passes. Before we move on to our next item, I would
love to offer a moment of silence, not just for the
resolution, for a man and his legacy, the Reverend
Jesse Jackson.

Thank vyou. Being that there's no
additional business before the Board of Review, can I

get a motion for the adjournment of this meeting with

Veritext Legal Solutions
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the Board of Review remaining in continuous session
for the purpose of adjudication of appeals and other
matters as required by Illinois Property Tax Code?

Commissioner Steele?

MS. STEELE: So moved.

MR. ROGERS: Second.

MR. CARDENAS: Commissioner Rogers
seconds. I also motion, and all signify by saying
aye. All opposed, say nay. And the chair of the
ayes, the ayes have it. The motion passes and this
meeting of the Cook County Board of Review is here
adjourned. Thank vyou.

(Whereupon, at 10:47 a.m., the

proceeding was concluded.)
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CERTIFICATE

I, HALEY GOODWIN, the officer before whom
the foregoing proceedings were taken, do hereby
certify that any witness(es) in the foregoing
proceedings, prior to testifying, were duly sworn;
that the proceedings were recorded by me and
thereafter reduced to typewriting by a qualified
transcriptionist; that said digital audio recording of
said proceedings are a true and accurate record to the
best of my knowledge, skills, and ability; that I am
neither counsel for, related to, nor employed by any
of the parties to the action in which this was taken;
and, further, that I am not a relative or employee of

any counsel or attorney employed by the parties

hereto, nor financially or otherwise i %;L——*

outcome of this action.
HALEY GOODWIN
Notary Public in and for the

State of Illinois
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www.veritext.com 888-391-3376




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Page 15

CERTIFICATE OF TRANSCRIBER

I, STEPHANIE MARIE BANIS, do hereby certify
that this transcript was prepared from the digital
audio recording of the foregoing proceeding, that said
transcript is a true and accurate record of the
proceedings to the best of my knowledge, skills, and
ability; that I am neither counsel for, related to,
nor employed by any of the parties to the action in
which this was taken; and, further, that I am not a
relative or employee of any counsel or attorney
employed by the parties hereto, nor financially or

otherwise interested in the outcome of this action.

%@,

STEPHANIE MARIE BANIS
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